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s aint Cecilia Parish is a Roman Catholic community formed by 
the Word of God, united by the Holy Eucharist and enlivened 
by the Holy Spirit. By our commitment to the teachings of 
Christ and His Church, the sacraments and charity, our parish 

strives to build up the body of Christ through worship, life-long faith 
formation and evangelization. 
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FAITH FORMATION YOUTH MINISTRY 
Program Year Office Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  8:30 AM—5:00 PM 
Wednesday 8:30 AM—7:00 PM 

Friday 8:30 AM—3:00 PM 

Couldn’t make it on Sept. 14th for Alpha “Come & See”? 
 

No problem! You can still come & join the  
Alpha Course.  The fall semester of Alpha will run from Sept.  
14—Dec. 14th. Alpha will meet each Saturday during the fall  
semester beginning at 8:30AM in the Social Hall.   
 

If the fall semester day/time doesn’t work in your schedule there will 
be different a different day/time offered during the spring semester 
 

What is Alpha? 
 

The Alpha Course is an effective initial presentation of the core  
Gospel message. It is wholly compatible with Catholic teaching.   
Alpha benefits the local parish by: 
 

 Building community and engaging guests in the life of the parish 
 

 Renewing the faith of long time Catholics 
 

 Reaching the unchurched, lapsed Catholics and those on the 
fringes of their faith 

 

 Brings people into the full participation of the Sacramental life 
of the Church 

 

 Provides a witness to Christian unity 
 

 Moving people and the Church to look outward – moving from 
maintenance to mission 

 

 
 

Faith Formation Classes have begun!! 

 
 
 

 

KICK OFF NIGHT  
WED SEPT 11TH  

ST. CECILIA    7-9PM 
PARENTS MEETING AT 8:30PM 

 
 

 
 
 

Life Nights 
 

Sept 15—Back to Basics  
 

Sept—22 Secret Admirer 
 

Sept 28-29 Give it Away Now Weekend 
 

Sept 29—Mass @ 7PM at St Thomas + Life Night 
 

Confirmation Information 
Many thanks to all that made the retreat  

special for our candidates. 
 

Spring Break Week 2014 
Nicaragua Miss ion Trip  
SIGN-UP COMING SOON! 

 

SMALL GROUPS WILL BE STARTING  
IN OCTOBER, STAY TUNED FOR  

SCHEDULES AND TIMES. 
 

Check us out at the following 
 
 
 

 AmesLifeTeen                LT_50010          catholicnation 

 

Saint Cecilia Parish 
Confirmation for Adults 

 

Never been Confirmed? 
Join a 7-week Confirmation Preparation Program and celebrate  
Confirmation on Sun., Nov. 10 2013.  

Thursdays, 7-8:30PM in the St. Louis Room 
First Session: Sept. 19, 2013 

     Second Session: Sept. 26, 2013 
 

For More information contact Jo Anne Dalhoff at 
jdalhoff@stceciliaparish.org or 515-233-3092. 

Altar Server Training 
Youth, 5th grade year and older, may consider an altar 
server ministry. The role of the server is to assist the 
other ministers of the liturgy, especially the Presider, so 
that the ceremonies proceed smoothly. 
 

The following training times will be offered and will 
last one hour. Please choose one of the following sessions: 
Monday, September 16 at 5:00PM 
Wednesday, September 18 at 5:30PM 
If you know for sure you are attending, please respond by e-mail to 
bhauser@stceciliaparish.org 

The Fall Liturgical Formation Night is scheduled for Thur., 

Sept. 19 at 7PM. All Current Liturgical ministers are required 
to attend and those interested in a Liturgical Ministry are  
invited. This evening is open to all parishioners. 

mailto:bhauser@stceciliaparish.org


Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) 

             Are you or anyone you know interested in exploring the 
Catholic Church as your church home? Have you been sitting in the 
pew next to your Catholic spouse for years wondering what you have to 
do to become Catholic? Statistics show that most people respond to a 
personal invitation. So this is that personal invitation and a challenge to 
all of us who might know someone who fits the categories above.  
Invite that person!  
If you are an adult or know an adult or child over the age of 7 interested 
in becoming a Catholic and celebrating Baptism, Confirmation or First 
Eucharist with this community, contact Jo Anne Dalhoff at 
RCIA@stceciliaparish.org or call the parish office at 515-233-3092.                
                      Parishioners are also needed to support this ministry.  
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YOUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
                   SEPT. 2013       YTD to SEPT. 30 
Contributions MTD         $ 41,105                $ 180,909  
 

Budget SEPT. 30              $ 91,667                 $ 275,000 
 

Need to meet Budget       $ 50,562                 $   94,091 
 

Contributions Last Year   $ 82,900                $ 231,551 

ÅA STEWARDSHIP TIPÅ 

ÅGRATEFUL SHARINGÅ JOYFUL LIVINGÅ 

Marriage Enrichment 
"Date Night" Come join us for a great evening on Sept. 21 in the 
St. Cecilia Social Hall. Couples come together, married and 
engaged, to gain knowledge and develop tools to build & enrich 
their relationship. Dinner and refreshments are offered at 6:15PM, 
followed by the program at 6:45PM, concluding by 8:45PM. The 
month we learn more about "Fruitfulness in Marriage", God’s plan 
for parenthood and openness to life. Each child blesses couples 
with an ever increasing ability to give and receive love. To help us 
plan for the meal and childcare or for more information, please 
contact Deacon Ron and Mary Smith at 
DeaconRonAmes@gmail.com or 515-441-0480 by Sept. 20. Each 
gathering has a different topic. Come when you can and bring a 
couple with you!   

This week you will receive a brochure detailing the Grateful  
Sharing, Joyful Living our parish will be participating in over the 
next few weeks. This informative brochure is intended to  
communicate the financial needs of our parish and why we are 
having a dedicated focus on our parish offertory. Commitment 
Sunday for this Program is Sept. 21 and 22. We encourage all  
parishioners to spend time in prayer and discussion with your  
family reflecting on the parish’s needs and your current level of 
giving. We look forward to seeing all of our parishioners at Mass 
next weekend for this very important Commitment Sunday. If you 
have any questions regarding the Grateful Sharing, Joyful Living 
please feel free to contact the parish office. 

Among the primary themes in today’s gospel when we hear Jesus’  
well-known parable of the Prodigal Son is forgiveness and the need to  
repent. But from a stewardship point of view what is also interesting 
is one of the secondary themes: the failure to use responsibly the gifts 
that have been so generously bestowed. The youngest son who  
demanded his inheritance and left home broke no laws or religious 
commandments. His wrong doing was that he wasted his inherited 
wealth, the abundant gifts given to him. His sin was in his  
extravagant living; squandering his gifts in pursuit of selfish pleasures. 
Good stewards acknowledge that everything they have comes from 
God, and they are required to cultivate these gifts responsibly. What 
are our God-given gifts? Do we use them responsibly? Do we exercise 
good stewardship over them? 

Deacon Alan and Mary Christy to receive Papal 
Knighthood Next Sun., Sept. 22nd, Deacon Alan and Mary 
Christy will be invested as a Knight and Lady of the  
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem at a 

Mass presided over by the Most Rev. Joseph E. Naumann, Archbishop 
of Kansas City, Kansas, the Grand Prior of the Northern Lieutenancy 
of the United States at St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines where this 
year’s annual meeting is being held. 
 

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre traces its origins back to 
the First Crusade in the 11th century under the leadership of Godfrey 
de Bouillon. Eventually its military role in guarding the sacred  
Christian sites in the Holy Land and protecting pilgrims disappeared 
and the Order itself went into a long dormant period. In the 19th  
century Pope Pius IX in re-establishing the presence of Latin (Roman 
Catholic) Patriarch in Jerusalem also restored the Order, placing it 
under the protection of the Holy See and under the governance of the 
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem and renewed its fundamental mission of 
propagating the Faith in the Holy Land.  Pope Pius XII in 1949  
decreed that the Grand Master of the Order should be a Cardinal of 
the Holy Roman Church. Today, that Grand Master is His Eminence, 
Edmund O’Brien, former Archbishop of Baltimore who, acting in the 
name of the Pope, approves and appoints members to the Order. 
 

Today through the financial contribution of its members, the Order 
carries out its mission to help Christians in the Holy Land achieve 
educational and professional standards through its building and  
support of schools. Since the end of the 19th century, the Order has 
financed the construction of 40 Patriarchate schools in Israel,  
Palestine, and Jordan. The Order’s emphasis on education aims to 
deal with a very important problem in the region: how to get people of 
different races and religious used to living in peace and mutual  
respect. The students at the Order’s schools come from the major 
three religious traditions in the region: Christian, Jew and Muslim. 
 

Membership in the Order is primarily lay (though some clergy are 
invested such as myself to serve the spiritual needs of the members—I 
am the archdiocesan chaplain).  Members are chosen for their  
demonstrated faith and fidelity to the Church as well as the witness of 
their lives of service both in the church and community.  Membership 
is one of the highest papal honors that a member of the church can 
receive. 
 

Congratulations, Alan and Mary!  

Gala Kickoff You won't want to miss this year's Gala kickoff 
event!  Be sure to join us on Fri., Sept. 20 from 6:30 - 8:30PM in the 
social hall. You'll enjoy appetizers and drinks as we reveal the 2014 
Gala theme and share the latest plans. We hope to see you there! 

mailto:RCIA@stceciliaparish.org
tel:515-441-0480


CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
To view the Catholic Catechism this week go to                                 
www.usccb.org/catechism/text/ 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 STEWARDSHIP:  We can hear God speaking to us today in 
the words of the father to his elder son: “You are with me 
always, and everything I have is yours.” What is my response 
to such remarkable generosity? Do I give joyfully and gener-
ously as God gives to me? 
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 "Found" is a great word! It can have so many 
levels of meaning. Obviously it means having  
recovered something that was misplaced or lost. My 
aged mother is forever "finding" her glasses, even 
though they are usually on the table under the mail 

or the newspaper. Found can also mean to begin something or to set 
something up. The parish I worship at, like the one you belong to, 
had a founding pastor who organized the beginning of community in 
response to the bishop's request or the call of the people in the area. 
Anyone who works with molten material also knows that to found 
means casting that metal or glass object in a place called (of course!) a 
foundry. 
 Jesus tells the story today of a woman who has ten coins and lost 
one. All three meanings of the word "found" are part of parable. The 
coin was found (that is cast) by a treasury, either the emperor's or that 
of a local realm. Having lost the coin, the woman found (that is  
recovered) it after searching the whole house. The recovery of the 
coin occasioned the founding (that is the initiation) of her rejoicing. 
The parable of the lost coin is truly about founding. 
 Like that coin, we may be lost at times, but God finds us. He 
recovers us from whatever has separated us from him, whether that is 
sin, the distractions of life, or the fragility of our faith. In finding us, 
God renews us. He remolds us and forms us more and more into 
people with a lively faith. Like that molten metal that is founded into 
a coin, the love of God purifies us and remakes us anew, casting us 
into the image of Christ. By asking God's forgiveness and by praying 
for a renewal of faith, we gain a new foundation and so can begin 
again, living the way Christ has taught us, filled with the love of God 
and love for our brothers and sisters.        
©2013 Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Next weekend is our Good 
Samaritan Fund and MICA 

Next Weekend is our Good Samaritan Fund/
Food Shelf Collection weekend. Suggested  
donations include canned vegetables and fruit, peanut 
butter, tuna, canned meat, baby food, packaged  

shelf-stable main meals, pasta, spaghetti sauce and cereal. Also, 
non-food items such as laundry detergent, dish soap, disposable 
diapers, baby wipes, paper towels, Kleenex and toilet paper.  

St. Cecilia’s Noon Potluck is Tues., Oct. 15 
(Corrected date)  in the Social Hall 
11:30AM—Social with wine, beer and Soda 
12:00 Noon— Lunch 
12:45PM—Update on “Quilts of Valor” with Vicki Swenson 

Not a Knight already?   Just ask us 
Men and their families are encouraged to join the Knights of              
Columbus and benefit from this largest Catholic family, fraternal, 
service organization in the world serving  over 1.8 million                  
members. All practicing Catholic gentlemen 18 years of age and  
older are able to join the St. Cecilia's Knights Council at an                 
upcoming new member initiation on Sun., Sept. 22 at 2PM on the 
north side of the social hall. Come and see why the Knights have 
recognition as the "strong right arm of the Church." For more   
information on the council or the Knights of Columbus contact 
Dan Rajewski at 515-290-4374 danrajewski@gmail.com, or visit 
www.kofc.org  

October Baby Movie Night - Sat., Oct 5, 6PM 
Please come for a free-will offering Oktoberfest-style meal, October 
Baby (rated PG-13) movie presentation, and discussion on Sat. Oct. 5 
after the 5PM Mass in Social Hall. This event is organized by the 
Sanctity of Human Life Committee and the Knights of Columbus. 
Come and learn about the many ways you can get involved in Respect 
Life issues in our parish and community.   

 The Saint Cecilia Widows, Widowers, and Single Seniors 
group will meet today Sept. 15 at noon at Valentinos. Call Pat Rood 
at 232-3594 for Reservations or information. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON GATHERING Join us for an  
afternoon of cards (any kind), board games or just conversation today, 
Sept. 15 2-4PM in the St. Louis Room (entry in back near chapel door).  
See you there! 

The St. Cecillia Social Justice Committee will meet Monday, 
September 16 at 7PM in the Sunroom. All are welcome to attend. 

Want to meet new people? Be part of a small faith sharing group?  
Give and get support?  Married? Single? Widowed?  New to Ames? 
Lived in Ames a long time?  Empty Nester?  New Parent? If you  
answered yes to any of these questions, CFM (Christian Family  
Movement) is for you. Come to our “Fall Kick Off” for lunch at 1PM 
today Sept., 15 in the Social Hall. Call 515-232-0197 with questions or 
to let us know you are coming. It's never to late to call or come.   

The Fall 3-in-1 Appeal, which is taken up in our parish this  
weekend, supports the annual appeal of the Missions, Archdiocesan 
Hispanic Ministry, the Catholic University of America and the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Please be as  
generous as possible, using the envelope you received in the mail this 
past week. If you forgot your envelope, please remember to bring it 
next weekend. Thank you for your financial support and prayers for 
these important effort of the Universal Church. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
 

All parents seeking baptism for their child are expected to attend a 
preparation session even though they may have attended  

previously. Please call 233-3092 for registration.  
Godparents are also expected to attend. 

 

Next session is October 24, 2013 at 6:15PM 
 in the St. Louis Room. 

 

** Note: Normally sessions are scheduled on the fourth 
Thursday of the even numbered months, starting in August.** 

tel:515-290-4374
mailto:danrajewski@gmail.com
http://www.kofc.org


SCHOOL NEWS 
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Saturday,  September 14 
     5:00PM:    Yohanes Haryono † 
 Sunday, September 15 
      8:30AM:   Parishioners of St. Cecilia 
    10:30AM:   Traven Olsson Keigley † 
      5:00PM:   Burt Willard † 
 Tuesday,  September 17 
      8:00AM:   Joe Dunn 
     5:30PM:    Rosario Kuylen 
 Wednesday,  September 18 
     9:00AM:   All-School Mass 
     Priest’s Intention 
    5:30PM:   Joseph & Martha Baumgarten 
 Thursday,  September 19    
    8:00AM:   Doris Kleinschmidt † 
      5:30PM:    No Mass 
 Friday,  September 20 
     8:00AM:   Youth of St. Cecilia, St. Thomas & 
     Sts. Peter & Paul 
     5:30PM:   Lori Huls † 
 Saturday,  September 21 
     5:00PM:    Raymond Evans † 
 Sunday, September 22 
      8:30AM:   Parishioners of St. Cecilia 
    10:30AM:   Audrey Welp Dankbar † 
      5:00PM:   Fred Varnum † 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Saturday 5:00PM; Sunday 8:30AM, 10:30AM  
& 5:00PM (Misa en Español) 
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday 8:00AM & 5:30PM (Chapel) 
Wednesday 9AM (Church) & 5:30PM (Chapel) 
Thursday 8AM (Chapel) & NO 5:30PM  

SCRIP NEWS—SCRIP IS NOW ONLINE! 
Thank you for supporting the St. Cecilia education programs by  
purchasing scrip. We will continue selling scrip after all masses 1x per 
month. Look for us the 1st full weekend of every month unless that 
weekend falls on a holiday or holy day. In that case, we will be there 
the following weekend. Contact Shannon Schroeder or Bev Williams 
at scrip@stceciliaschoolames.org. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINES 

September 29 bulletin announcements due by 
Noon on Friday, September 20 

October 6 bulletin announcements due by 
Noon on Friday, September 27 

This weekend, the Melinda Luzbetak Family will 
serve after 8:30 AM Mass.; Alpha will serve  

after the 10:30AM Mass. 
Next weekend, the Knight of Columbus will serve 

after both Masses. 

School News 
 

Monday, 09-16:  FSA Fundraiser Packets Due 
Wednesday, 09-18:  9AM All School Mass and                             
                            2:15PM Early Dismissal 

 

Thank you to our Parishioners who came to the ice 
cream social. It was good to see you there! 

Readings for the Week of September 15, 2013 
Sunday:           Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or  
                        15:1-10 
Monday:     1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday:     1 Tm 3:1-13/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday:    1 Tm 3:14-16/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday:    1 Tm 4:12-16/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday:     1 Tm 6:2c-12/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:    Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Mt 9:9-13 
Next Sunday: Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Catholic Daughters wish to thank all of the generous 
people who contributed items for their garage sale. 

A Stephen Minister comes alongside a hurting  
person and meets with that person on a weekly basis to 
listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support. Men are paired with men;  
women with women. 
 Over the years, well over one-and-a-half million people have  
benefitted from the one-to-one, confidential, Christ-centered care of 
a Stephen Minister. To see Care Receivers’ stories go to 
www.stephenministries.org (Stephen Ministry) 

Welcoming Subcommittee of Parish Life Committee (PLC) 
Do you enjoy getting to know people? Do you enjoy hosting people in 
your home? Do you have a gift of making people feel welcome? Do you 
like being made welcome?  Do you have a little time to help our parish 
family?   
It is said that “welcome” creates the experience of faith community from 
which all else follows and that “welcoming” might well be the primary 
form of what Blessed John Paul II called the “new evangelization”. We 
need people from high school age through adult, men and women to 
join us in “welcoming” people in and to our parish. If you are a friendly 
person and like to talk and share with others, join the “Welcoming” 
Subcommittee of the Parish Life Committee. Leave your name and           
contact information at the parish office, 233-3092, and someone will 
call you back.   

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 
of Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). Seven parish members have  
committed themselves to 50 hours of training as Stephen Ministers. 
They begin their training Sept. 11, 2013 and will complete training in 
Feb. 2014. Please keep them in your prayers.                   

mailto:scrip@stceciliaschoolames.org
http://www.stephenministries.org/


I AM INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
MEMBER OF SAINT CECILIA PARISH 

 

Name and Address the way you would like it to appear. 
 
 

Name: 
____________________________________________  
 
Address: 
____________________________________________ 
 
City: 
____________________________________________ 
 
Zip: 
____________________________________________ 
 
Phone: 
____________________________________________ 
 
Email: 
____________________________________________ 
 
Please return via mail or drop in collection basket. 
Someone will contact you. You will receive a registration 
packet with additional information.  
 
 

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Call requests to Marge Sutter at 233-2622. 

 

Prayer opportunities held in the Chapel 
 

Scripture Rosary…………………………………...Monday 7:00AM 
Intercessory Prayer Group .................. Sunday 9:00-10:00PM 
Rosary ... ..Monday 7:30PM*, Tuesday-Friday before 8:00AM 
Mass (*The rosary is said for Pro-life the first Mon. of each month.) 
Christians in the Spirit ....................... .Tuesday 7:15-9:00PM 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy…………………………...Friday 3:00PM 
Liturgy of the Hours……………………………..Saturday 7:00AM 
Eucharistic Adoration ........ The chapel is open daily, keypad  
access only between 10:00PM & 6:00AM.  
 

**Contact the Parish Office at 233-3092 to have your  
information forwarded to the Coordinators to schedule a 
weekly holy hour.   
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RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday 3:30-4:30PM and by appointment. 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Hours ................................... Mon.-Thur. 8:30AM-4PM  
 Fri. 8:30AM-2:30PM 
Phone ................................... (515) 233-3092 
Fax ........................................ (515) 233-6423  
Priest Residence ................... (515) 233-9477 
St. Cecilia Website…………..stcames.org  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor………………………….......Father James Secora 
 jsecora@stceciliaparish.org 
Pastoral Associate ............... Jo Anne Dalhoff 
 jdalhoff@stceciliaparish.org 
Deacons ............................... Gary Aitchison, Alan Christy  
 John McCully and Ron Smith  
Director of Music & Liturgy...Robert Hauser
 bhauser@stceciliaparish.org 
Business Manager……………..Char VanKerckvoorde
 cvankerc@stceciliaparish.org 
Administrative Assistant .... Kathy Best 
 kbest@stceciliaparish.org 
Receptionist ........................ Dawn Cowles 
 dcowles@stceciliaparish.org 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Phone ................................... (515) 232-3514 
Fax ........................................ (515) 232-2875 
Director of Faith Formation.…..Tom Primmer 
 tprimmer@stceciliaparish.org 
Asst. to the Director of Faith Formation...Julie Anne Bovenmyer 
 jboven@stceciliaparish.org                                          
Youth Ministry Coordinator…..Anna Steele 
 asteele@stceciliaparish.org 
Administrative Assistant .... Dori Gass 
                                             dgass@stceciliaparish.org 
 

SCHOOL  
Phone ................................... (515) 232-5290 
Fax ........................................ (515) 232-2875 
Principal .............................. Ervin Rowlands 
                                             erowlands@stceciliaschoolames.org 
Administrative Assistant .... Lois Vidimos 
                                             lvidimos@stceciliaschoolames.org 

 

      STEPHEN MINISTRY                                                                              
Referral Phone: 515-337-2626 
stcamesstephenministry@gmail.com 

 

The Gabriel Project is a crisis pregnancy assistance  
program. Call 450-6473 for assistance. 

 

Birthright offers free pregnancy tests and counseling.   
Confidential. 108 Hayward Ave. 292-8414. 

www.birthrightames.org 

Like us on Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/stcames 

Homebound Ministry 
If someone is unable to get to mass, please contact the parish  

office at 233-3092 to be added to the list to be visited 

http://www.birthrightames.org
http://www.facebook.com/stcames

